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Task 1
For items 1–10 listen to a passage from a lecture and decide whether the
statements (1–10) are TRUE (A), or FALSE (B) according to the text you hear.
You will hear the text twice.

1. Activities of rich industrialised countries are aimed at helping poor people in
developing countries.

A) True
B) False

2. Changes in sea level may threaten the life of small island states.
A) True
B) False

3. Egyptians living in the coastal areas are threatened by flooding.
A) True
B) False

4. Food security is a problem in some dry tropical countries.
A) True
B) False

5. Northern hemisphere countries suffer the most from the air pollution.
A) True
B) False

6. Measures aimed at the modification of the impact of climate change may be very
costly.

A) True



B) False
7. People should learn to care about the lives of people of future generations.

A) True
B) False

8. We can be satisfied with the achievements in dealing with the climate change on
the international scene.

A) True
B) False

9. We as individuals can’t add to the reductions of the greenhouse gas emissions.
A) True
B) False

10. Energy efficiency measures include less use of private cars.
A) True
B) False

Task 2
For items 11–15 listen to the dialogue. Choose the correct answer (A, B or C) to
answer questions 11–15. You will hear the text only once.

11. The first photo Mike saw in the old photograph album was that of…
A) his wife as a baby.
B) his wife’s sister Paula.
C) his wife’s mother.

12. In the photo of Paula she was with her…
A) mother.
B) sister.
C) boyfriend.

13. When Mike says “she takes after you” he means that Paula …
A) looks like his wife.
B) behaves like his wife.



C) tries to mock his wife.
14. What does Mike think about the hat his wife’s mother is wearing in the photo?

A) It’s too old.
B) It looks strange.
C) It’s very fashionable.

15. What does Mike’s phrase “you’ll probably look like her…” suggest?
A) He doesn’t like the way his wife’s mother looks now.
B) He thinks about hats his wife would wear in twenty years.
C) He thinks that Paula would look nice in twenty years.

Transfer your answers to the answer sheet!
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Task 1. Read the following extract from a book which offers advice on giving
talks to groups of people, and answer questions 1-7. On your answer sheet,
indicate the letter A, B, C, or D against the number of each question 1-7. Give
only one answer to each question.

Persuasive Speaking
Most talks are persuasive in some way; few are just for information. In every

talk the speaker must at the very least persuade the audience to listen, to see his or
her point of view, and try to understand the information he or she is offering them.
In the type of persuasive talk I intend to discuss, though, people must be motivated
to get things done, to act, or to spend money. In other words, the speaker must ask
for something. Getting something done, causing actions, requires movement; and
to create movement, momentum must be generated. Persuasive speaking is the art
of generating action in others, not just imparting knowledge.

Perhaps the first point to make about persuasive speaking is that skill as a
persuasive speaker is not something to be ashamed of. Persuasion is a familiar,
regular and important human activity. As Erwin Bettinghaus said in his book
Persuasive Communication, ‘In the largest percentage of all human interactions,
the basic decision-making tool is not fighting, not biting, not roaring, not hissing,
but persuading.’ It is strange, then, that this very basic and universal skill suggests
to some a calculating, rather underhand, attitude to human nature.

Of course, persuasion has a bad reputation as a skill because of its
association with propaganda; but persuasion is not necessarily devious
manipulation. Persuasion ought to be harmless; its job is to give other people an
opportunity to understand, and if necessary, resist, what is being proposed. As with
any human tool or skill, persuasion can be misused. But responsibility for the
misuse cannot be laid at the door of the skill itself. If the art of persuasion were
never used in a good cause, people would be defenceless against the skills of
persuasion used in a bad cause.

When persuading an audience, be acutely sensitive to the way they perceive
you. Bias, self-interest, even dishonesty, are such permanent features of human
behaviour that an audience is always ready to suspect the speaker of lying for



profit. Whenever a speaker appears to favour an idea, the first question that is in
the audience’s mind is whether the speaker is an objective advocate or speaking in
his or her own interest. This is a major issue, and absolute clarity is essential. To
seem to gloss over the issue will only increase suspicion. Tell the audience as soon
as possible exactly what your relation to the proposal is, otherwise suspicion will
interfere with their belief in everything you say.

Such honesty is not always easy. It often takes some insight to be fully
aware of your own self-interest. You may disguise it from yourself by wishful
thinking, but the audience will have no such delusions. The average listener is
acutely sensitive to a speaker’s self-interest. It is very difficult for a speaker to
disguise this from an audience, not least because non-verbal communication is a
potent signalling mechanism, and the signals of insincerity are unmistakable. If,
however, there is no self-interest at stake, that is a great advantage. You can
approach the topic as an objective advocate. You can deal with objections in an
objective way, speaking as a servant of the audience, rather than a servant of the
cause. They will be more inclined to believe you if they think you are on their side,
helping them to arrive at a fair and rational decision.

However, you have additional responsibilities if you want to appear as an
objective advocate. You must be well informed and have done your homework. A
mistaken fact will undermine your credibility and the audience may not believe
what you say thereafter. But the responsibility for accuracy is balanced by the fact
that, if the audience will accept you as objective, you can appear impartial, but at
the same time committed and enthusiastic. Over-enthusiasm for something which
is to your own advantage is not an attractive quality. But enthusiasm for something
where we are independent is strongly persuasive.
1.What does the writer discuss in the first paragraph?

A) the intended results of a persuasive talk
B) how satisfying it is to give a persuasive talk
C) how rarely many audiences enjoy persuasive talks
D) the expectations audiences have of persuasive talks

2. What is said in the second paragraph about the skill of being a persuasive
speaker?

A) It is quite easy to teach people to excel at it.
B) It is considered by some people to involve deception.
C) Many people feel that they possess it instinctively.
D) Certain types of people possess it to a greater extent than others.



3. In the third paragraph, the writer defends the skill of persuasion because he
believes that

A) it is more effective when used in good causes than in bad causes.
B) it is in a completely separate category from propaganda.
C) it allows people to make up their own minds about issues.
D) it is comparatively unusual for it to be misused.

4. According to the writer, an audience will become more suspicious during talks if
speakers

A) appear to contradict themselves.
B) seem to be pretending to favour an idea.
C) give a vague explanation of their motives.
D) mention having a personal interest in the issue.

5. What does the writer say in the fifth paragraph about some speakers with self-
interest?

A) They make too little effort to hide this from the audience.
B) They find it harder to prepare talks than speakers without self-interest.
C) They are unwilling to deal with disagreements from the audience.
D) They wrongly believe that the audience are unaware of this.

6.What does the writer suggest about objective speakers who show enthusiasm?
A) Their talks are likely to be successful.
B) Audiences accept that this may not be genuine.
C) Their enthusiasm compensates for mistaken facts.
D) They often fail to check the accuracy of what they say.

7.What is the main purpose of the text as a whole?
A) to explain why so few persuasive talks are successful
B) to describe the challenges facing people giving persuasive talks
C) to deter people from giving persuasive talks which reflect their self-
interest
D) to analyse the factors which distinguish persuasive talks from other kinds
of talks



Task 2. Answer questions by referring to the newspaper article about four
modern artists. For questions 8-20, answer by choosing from the artists (A-D).
Letters may be used more than once. Indicate your answers on your answer
sheet.
Which artist

8 thinks an artist’s character determines their attitude to the work they do?
9 is unsure that his job title accurately describes the work he does?
10 says people prefer well-known figures to meet their expectations?
11 thinks the public’s perceptions of art have begun to change?
12 has attracted adverse comment for his attempt to do something new?
13 says he is not equally talented at all of the things he does?
14 says his original choice of art form allows direct communication with
other people?
15 states that one particular art form is capable of combining many others?
16 admires the fact that a particular person tried to do something different?
17 is confident that the outlook for artists is positive?
18 says each art form he works in has a similar status?
19 thinks that one art form discourages the public from expressing their
opinions?
20 has made a well-received return to his original art form?

The Art, The Book, The Film, The Score
Artists directing, actors writing, musicians painting – four well-known figures
discuss working in different branches of the arts.
A
CHRISTOPHER HAMPTON
‘I think that the different areas I work in – directing, writing – have more or less
equal standing. There are different satisfactions to be had from each activity, and I
don’t think spreading yourself detracts from any one of them.’
Hampton sees nothing unusual in an artist seeking out new areas to work in. ‘The
artist who pursues and refines obsessions and zeroes in on one area is following the



traditional procedures. It’s a different kind of personality that wants to try
anything. It’s a question of temperament.’
Admired or not, he has certainly been criticised in Britain for daring to attempt
directing as well as writing. ‘Discussing my latest film, all I asked was that they
didn’t open in Britain first. I didn’t care where they opened, but not in Britain.
There was a real sense of “What’s this theatre writer doing here?”’
B
JULIAN SCHNABEL
‘I never thought of being an artist as a job. I never thought of Michelangelo as
being just a painter. Leonardo da Vinci was a scientist and he produced all kinds of
art. Antonin Artaud was a writer but he produced some of the best drawings of the
20th century. Brancusi took the best photographs of sculpture and so on…’
But how does this fluidity between the arts go down with the public? ‘The public
want their heroes intact. It’s like with Michael Jordan, the basketball player.
Everyone was hoping for him to fail as a baseball player just because this didn’t fit
into their conception of what he was doing. People made fun of him for wanting to
stop playing basketball and play baseball instead. That’s a pity. I think it was
wonderful he had the courage to break new ground.’
‘Primarily I’ve been a painter-sculptor since I was a kid. The thing about painting
is that there’s no one getting in the way of the message. On the other hand, it’s a
field that’s so misunderstood, unlike films with their narrative structure. People can
talk about the movies. They’re more accessible, not as intimidating as painting.’
C
PETER GREENAWAY
‘My films are so often conceived and manufactured with the language and practice
of painting in mind, that sometimes being called a film-maker is curious and
uncomfortable. I feel I have much more in common with painting than I have with
cinema.
‘Because cinema potentially is the master art – an amalgamation of all the other
arts – then the pursuit of “total cinema” has to be the most rewarding. But, and it’s
a big but, cinema fails to satisfy so many areas of the imagination – it’s poor as a
narrative medium, it cannot supply the excitement of live acting and live music,
and it has to be viewed in a special place, at a special time, with special
equipment.’
Are more artists crossing disciplines because we have outgrown existing art forms?
‘Traditional cultural media do not satisfy any more. More information being



readily available about alternative ways of seeing and saying things is bound to
increase an artist’s embrace of what’s possible. Older notions of elitism, fixed
cultural boundaries, long years of artistic apprenticeship, the vested interests and
jealousies of the traditionally culturally educated have, happily, begun to fall
away.’
D
MIKE OLDFIELD
After the success of his record Tubular Bells in 1973, there were lean years for
Mike Oldfield. Then, after two decades, a brand new album was released and,
rejuvenated, he performed a series of acclaimed concerts. Known in the Tubular
Bells days as a multi-instrumentalist, Oldfield has since turned his attention to
computer design and directing.
For him, diversification has proved productive. ‘If you spend most of your life
working in one genre, you try to build up techniques which make it easier,’ he
says. ‘If you are working in more than one genre, that seems to expand your
outlook on the way you do things; you develop new ways of working.
The end result is the same. I’m more gifted as a guitarist and a producer than as a
designer, multi-media artist or director, but they all give me the same enjoyment.’
Oldfield is optimistic about what the future may bring for the artist. ‘I imagine in
the distant future an artist won’t just be a painter, a poet, or a musician, he will be
all of those things. We seem to be evolving towards some kind of non-specific
creativity.’

TRANSFER YOUR ANSWERS TO THE ANSWER SHEET
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Task 1. You are going to read an article about ‘Cinco De Mayo’, an important
Mexican holiday. Ten words are missing. Think of the word that matches the
definition and solve the crossword puzzle.

Cinco De Mayo
Cinco De Mayo, the 5th of May, is a celebration of Mexican heritage and pride.
The holiday (7) ….. the victory of Mexican forces over French forces in the Battle
of Puebla, which took place on 5 May, 1862. It is primarily a regional holiday
celebrated in the Mexican state of Puebla, with some limited recognition in other
parts of Mexico. Cinco De Mayo is also widely celebrated in US cities with a
significant Mexican population, as well as in other locations around the world. The
people of Puebla, Mexico, celebrate Cinco De Mayo in a colourful, vibrant display
of power and colours. In fact, the city of Puebla considers the Cinco De Mayo
celebrations to be the most important ones of the year and both the (4) ….. and
visitors make the most of it with lots of food, music and drinks. At the centre of the
Cinco De Mayo celebrations is the parade, as it (6) ….. not only cultural icons, but
also a great display of power, as the Mexican army marches through the streets.
After the parade, food is the main attraction during the celebrations. There are
numerous booths set up around the city displaying a variety of (10) ….. . Many of
them offer the most (2) .…. of Mexican cuisine: Mole Poblano. Mole Poblano is a
thick spicy sauce that comes from blending more than 40 ingredients and is spread
on top of turkey or chicken and Mexican style red rice. Visitors can also enjoy
fresh watermelon and orange juice, tacos and burritos, snow cones, and even
candyfloss. Traditional fruit punch or lemonade is also served, as both are a
classical part of Mexican cuisine. In the United States, Cinco De Mayo has taken
on (9) ….. beyond that in Mexico. The date is perhaps best recognised in the US as
a date to celebrate the culture and experiences of Americans of Mexican ancestry,
much as St. Patrick’s Day, Oktoberfest and the Chinese New Year are used to
celebrate those of Irish, German and Chinese ancestry (5) ….. Similar to those
holidays, Cinco de Mayo is observed by many Americans, regardless of their
ethnic origin. To celebrate, many people display Cinco De Mayo banners while
school districts hold special events to educate students about its historical



significance. Special events and celebrations (3) ….. aspects of Mexican culture,
especially its music and regional dancing. Examples include ballet folklorico and
mariachi demonstrations held (8)….. at the Plaza del Pueblo de Los Angeles, near
Olvera Street. Commercial interests in the United States also (1) ….. from the
celebration, as the sale of Mexican products and services increases, particularly
beverages, food and music.

ACROSS
3. describe something in a way that makes people notice it and think about it
5. in a way that relates or belongs to each of the separate people or things you have
just mentioned
7. serves as a memorial of something
9. the importance that something has because it affects other things
10.something especially rare or expensive that is good to eat
DOWN
1. get help or an advantage from something
2. typical of, or the same as, others in a larger group of people or things



4. the offices, departments, and groups of people that control a country, state, city,
or other political unit
6. shows the best qualities or parts of something
8. happening every year
Task 2. For items 11-18, read the text and decide which answer (A, B, C or D)
best fits each gap.

Mirror, mirror on the wall!
For hundreds of years, the inhabitants of the tiny Norwegian town of Rjukan went
without direct sunlight for almost half a year. To many people here winter 11….
shorter days and long dark nights. The town is situated in deep valleys where
mountains cut it 12…. the sun's rays for up to six months every year. Today´s
technology has made it possible to deliver the sun to the people of Rjukan: the
town authorities have come up with a clever way of 13…. light into the town.
Giant computer-driven mirrors placed at the top of the steep mountain walls over
the town capture the sun´s rays and direct them into Rjukan´s square. The idea was
14…. forward over 100 years ago, but it’s only now that technological
developments have made it possible. Many residents 15…. to the proposal at first
as they thought it was a great waste of money for only a little slice of sun.
However, now there’s really positive 16…. on the mirrors in the town. Many
critics had to admit that this idea not only provided some much-needed sun for the
locals but it also helped to put the town on the map since this project did manage to
17…. more tourists to the town. People notice that tourists turn their backs on the
real sun, and sit instead with their faces to the sun mirror which has really 18 ….
the quality of life.
11 A includes B means C proposes D involves
12 A out B apart C off D away
13 A producing B making C creating D getting
14 A brought B put C held D come
15 A objected B refused C disagreed D argued
16 A answer B feedback C effect D response
17 A introduce B attract C intrude D direct
18 A enhanced B expanded C inflated D extended



Task 3. For items 19-28, match the colloquial names for certain types of people
(A-J) with the correct description below.
19. Last weekend he watched television for 14 hours straight! He’s so lazy and
does nothing the whole day.
20. He’s eager to go home and keeps checking how much longer he has to work.
21. She likes to impress others by frequently mentioning famous or important
people she’s met.
22. Unfortunately she is not usually asked to dance by anyone. She just stands
there hoping.
23. He’s so very annoying! I can’t stand him.
24. Her speech was over an hour long at the meeting.
25. I never know where to find him, he goes from job to job, from place to place.
26. She’s very aggressive, bossy and domineering. She’s unpleasant to deal with.
27. He’s really convinced that drag racing on city streets is a harmless game.
28. He goes to parties and other occasions without an invitation. He just walks in.

A a good mixer F a name-dropper
B a clock-watcher G a rolling stone
C a battle-axe H a pain in the neck
D a windbag I a wallflower
E a couch potato J a daredevil



Task 4. Choose A, B, C or D to answer the questions.
29. When did the Romans first invade Britain?

A) in 55 AD B) in 55 BC C) in 155 BC D) in 155 AD
30. What is the reigning British Royal Family’s surname?

A) Lancaster B) Tudor C) Windsor D) Plantagenet
31. When do Scottish people celebrate Hogmanay?

A) 31st December B) 1st May C) 1st January D) 4th July
32. Who is the patron saint of Wales?

A) St Patrick B) St Andrew C) St George D) St David
33. Who wrote Winnie-the-Pooh?

A) J.K. Jerome B) L. Carroll C) O. Wilde D) A. Milne
34.The Declaration of Independence was signed in …

A) 1576 B) 1676 C) 1776 D) 1492
35. Of how many states was the USA originally composed?

A) 13 B) 16 C) 10 D) 26
36. What is the second largest state of the USA?

A) California B) Texas C) Montana D) Arizona
37. Which state has got the nickname ‘The Evergreen State’?

A) Florida B) Texas C) Washington D) Colorado
38. The Great Gatsby was written by … .

A) Austen B) Fitzgerald C) London D) Dreiser
39. The Australian Coat of Arms features … .

A) A red kangaroo and a kiwi B) A red kangaroo and an emu
C) An emu and a kiwi D) A platypus and an emu

40. Finish a famous Shakespeare’s saying, “I will wear my heart upon my…”



A) head B) shield C) armour D) sleeve
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The editor of a youth magazine publishing a series of short stories has
asked you to contribute a story to it.

You may choose any subject but your story should begin with these words:
Last year I spent some time studying abroad.
Use the following words and expressions in your story:
1. union
2. forthcoming
3. break up
4. midterm
5. common room
Underline the required words when used in your story. Put them in the

correct grammar form if necessary.
Remember to:
• include a title;
• include any 2 idioms from the list below;
• include direct and indirect speech;
• describe feelings and emotions;

• make an emotional ending.

pass with flying colours
back to basics
as easy as ABC
show of hands



Write 220—250 words (the title is included in the word count).


